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There 1s an occasional stay, [tke chr Cavinae, Wwhose
spectrum consists almost wholly of bright lines, n
general bearing no apparent velationship to the bright
limes (n the spectra of the gaseous nebulae except that the
Hudrogen lines ave therve, as they ave almost eberypvherve.
There 15 reason to beliebe that such a spectrum mbdicates
the existence of a bery extensibe and bery Hhot
atmosphere surrounding the mam body, ov cove, of the
star (n question. ‘THis particular stav s remarkable (n
that 1t has undergone great changes m brillvancy and ts
located upon a background of nebulosity. The chances are
strong that the star has rushed through the nebulosity
twith Hrigh vate of speed and that the vesulting
bombardbment of the star has expanded and mtensely
heated 1ts atmosphere.

There are the Wolf-Rayet stars, named from the French
astronomers Wwho discobered the fiest three of this class,
fuhose spectra sholw a great bariety of combinations of
contmuous spectrum and bright bands. Ve beliebe that
the continuous spectrum m such a star comes from the
move condensed central part, ov cove, and that the bright-
lme light proceeds from a hot atmosphere extending far
out from the cove.

The great mayority of the stavs habe spectra which ave
contmuous, except for the presence of dark or absorption
lmes: a fetw lines tn the bery blue stavs, and an
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